
 



 



FAA vs AMA 
 

The following is an excerpt from an article written by Kris Krasnosky warning his fellow EAA members about the dangerous situation that 
is about to befall the AMA and its ability to promote and support the RC model hobby.  I have put the final paragraph of the regulation in 

red because if enforced it would have a severe impact on our club’s ability to operate. 

 
                                   New FAA restrictions on model aircraft by Kris Krasnosky, EAA Member 
 

 Model aircraft have been generating interest and technological advances in aviation for years now.  So, as an 

Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) member, I would like to bring this topic to the attention of the EAA and its 

membership. The FAA created the Aviation Rulemaking Committee (ARC) in 2008.  The ARC is now drafting new 

regulations for small unmanned aircraft systems (sUAS) which, for now, includes model aircraft.  I believe the damage that 

will be done to model aviation should these rules be enacted will have a significant impact on general aviation. 

The regulations, as they currently stand, for model aircraft are summarized as follows:  

 ALTITUDE: As proposed, the rule would impose a nationwide altitude ceiling of 400 feet. AMA recognizes the need 

for altitude limitations when model aircraft are operated in close proximity to airports, and this concept is supported in 

AMA’s current Safety Code. However, a nationwide altitude ceiling for model aircraft is impractical, unnecessary, 

unrealistic and unenforceable through any reasonable means of compliance and detection. 

 SPEED: It is likely that the rule will attempt to limit model aircraft performance by establishing a set speed limit 

such as 100 mph. Imposing such a speed limit will have little to no effect on aircraft performance and is both undetectable 

and unenforceable through any practical, cost-effective means. 

 WEIGHT: As proposed, the sUAS rule will limit small unmanned aircraft to 55 pounds or less, and the implication 

for AMA’s Large Model Aircraft Program has not yet been determined. Without an acceptable standard or an alternative 

means of compliance, this rule may well curtail a vital element of the modeling activity that drives creativity, innovation 

and technological development. 

 TURBINE BAN: The blanket prohibition of gas turbine engines suggested in the ARC recommendations does not 

consider the wide range of products currently in the marketplace. The inclusion of this prohibition in the proposed rule will 

impose a significant and unjustified economic impact on the industry. 

 AIRPORT PROXIMITY: It is understood that the FAA is considering going outside the ARC’s recommendation and 

extending the “area of concern” around the nation’s 19,760 airports beyond the current 3-mile radius that has been the 

standard for more than 29 years. The intent to extend this radius has absolutely no statistical basis, has no supporting 

data and has no accident or incident correlation. Doing so would exponentially impact the number of existing flying sites 

affected by the rule. Extending the radius by as little as 2 miles (to 5 miles) would nearly triple the area of concern and 

create more than 1,784,000 square miles in which “no fly without permission” restrictions would be imposed. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The link listed will give you the latest info on the battle that is looming over FAA’s attempt to regulate the operation of model RC aircraft.  It 
is a two part video produced by the AMA from a conference they held with FAA representatives to find out what the FAA had in store for 

their forthcoming regulation of the hobby.  From my point of view, little was learned from this effort but everyone who loves this hobby 

should follow the developments closely and not be afraid to write their Congress reps to support their interests and those of the RC hobby 
industry.                         R. Miller (Editor). 

                                                                                                                                                Click on the link listed below: 

                                                                                                                               http://www.modelaircraft.org/amatv.aspx           

                                                                                                                        

http://www.modelaircraft.org/amatv.aspx

